
UNIT 7 –
THE AXIAL SKELETON



The Axial Skeleton

•Forms the longitudinal portion of the body

•Divided into 3 parts:
1. Skull

2. Vertebral Column

3. Bony Thorax



The Axial Skeleton



The Skull

•2 sets of bones
1. Cranium

2. Facial bones

•Bones are joined by sutures

•Only the mandible is attached by a freely movable joint



Bones of the Skull



Bones of the Skull



Human Skull, Superior View



Human Skull, Inferior View























The Vertebral Column













The Bony Thorax

•Forms a cage to 
protect major organs



The Bony Thorax

•Made-up of 3 parts:
1. Sternum

2. Ribs

3. Thoracic Vertebrae








